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ENGLISH 3402: METHODS OF TEACHING LITERATURE IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Fall 1998
Instructor: Fred Preston. Ph.D
Office: 315A Coleman Hall
Phone: 581-6302

e-mail: cffjp@eiu.edu
Hours:

Course Description
This course explores various approaches to the study of literature in the secondary schools.
Many of our classes will be devoted to readings from the texts, professional journals, and your research.

Texts
Beach, Richard, and James Marshall. Teaching Literature in the Secondary School.
San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991.
Christenbury, Leila Making the Journey. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 1994.
Nelms, Ben F., ed. Literature in the Classroom: Readers. Texts. and Contexts. Urbana,
IL: NCTE, 1988.
Wilhelm, Jeffrey D. "You Gotta Be The Book": Teaching Engaged and Reflective Reading with
Adolescents. New York: NY: 1997.

Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic
accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as
possible.

Attendance

Course Objectives
Upon successful completion of this course you will

be aware of the role literature can play in the secondary curriculum
be competent to employ a variety of teaching strategies in the instruction of literature
recognize the importance of including a variety of literary genres in literary study
be aware of the appropriateness of certain literature for the secondary classroom
know procedures for handling potential censorship issues
be aware of a variety of culturally diverse literature for the secondary student
be aware of a variety of young adult literature and arguments for and against its use in the secondary school
be familiar with a variety of resource materials available to the literature teacher.

Course Requirements

You must complete each assignment to receive credit for the course.

I
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PARTICIPATION: There will be many in-class activities. Your active involvement is a must.
RESPONSE PAPERS. These are one to two pages typed, which reflect your careful reading and
synthesis of course materials. Just as a journal would demonstrate your thoughts and reflections so should
this paper. Please note that you may not be required to write one each week. These responses will be
exchanged with others in the class who will respond to your papers.
ENGLISH JOURNAL WRITE UPS: These are responses to articles from EJ and may be on various
topics, some of which are assigned. We often take some class time to hear about the ideas you think
·
significant.
YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE: You will choose two young adult novels to read and prepare a one to
two page handout which will provide a brief overview of the book's content, and your thoughts about its
value for your students. You will make copies of these for everyone in the class.
READING QUIZZES: Occasionally I will give a short reading quiz at the beginning of class. These are
factual quizzes and should not require a great deal of class time.
UNIT PLANS: These will be assigned as a group project. Your unit will be presented to the class.
RESEARCH PROJECT: You will research an area of English Education on a topic of interest to you.
Such topics might include censorship, journals, ethnic literature, feminist criticism, young adult literature,
the canon, disadvantaged students in the language arts class, teaching drama, etc. Your findings will be
presented to the class.

There is a possibility that we will be working with a literature class at Tuscola High School or
Effingham High School, depending upon what the teacher and I are able to work out. Our contact may be
be conducted via a chat room, messageboard, or email. It may be via white copy.
In addition, we will participate in a listproc along with students in Dr. Weasmer' s class, English 3401
(Teaching Writing). The purpose of ;the listproc is to give each member of 3401 and 3402 a chance to
share in the ideas discussed in both classes. You may summarize and comment on an idea /strategy you
have read or discussed in class. You may, for example, point out
strengths/weaknesses/pitfalls/modifications/questions you have about the issues. Please enter a comment at
least once a week Use evidence from your reading to support your comments. Be certain to cite your
source ( Say something like: "According to Wilhelm, p. l 0.") The best responses will make an assertion,
provide support for that assertion, and cite source(s). Dr. Weasmer and I hope for a genuine exchange of
ideas.
PROFESSIONAL PORTFOLIO: We will discuss the kinds of materials to include. 1Jie portfolio will
prepare you for your job search. I encourage you to set up your Placement File if you have not done so .
...-,;

CLINICAL EXPERIENCES: You must complete 15 hours of observation/participation in Language
Arts/English classes on-site during this course. You must use the form available from the Office of
Pre-Clinical Experiences to schedule your visits. In addition, you must write a reflective essay based
upon your observations and particioation. This essay should not exceed two pages and should be
given to me for verification. I must verify to the Student Teaching Department that you have done
the pnxlinical boon required in English 3402. IF YOU DO NOT MEET THIS REQUIREMENT,
YOU CANNOT PASS THIS COURSE.

Note: If you are now taking or plan to take English 3401, Methods of Teaching Composition in the
Secondary Schools, you need do only IO hours of observation/participation. Please write a memorandum
stating that you are taking or will take ENG 3401.

Schedule for English 3402
Fall 1998
August

September

24

Introduction to class

27

"The Teacher, The Student, The School" (MJ 1-32).

1

"What It Takes To Be A Teacher" (MJ 33-65, "Students" (MJ 6789), "Teaching Literature: Theoretical Issues" (MJ 91-114).
Response paper to all three readings due.

3

"Teaching Literature: Practical Matters" (MJ 115-147), "The
Teaching of Literature" (TLSS 3-12), "Literature and the Reader
(TLSS 15-45). Begin to think about an area of English Language
Arts that you wish to research for a class report.

8

Read "Irene, Good Night" (TLSS 537-547). "Talking About
Literature" (TLSS 75-98). "Questioning" (MJ 201-217). EJ writeup on teaching literature due.

10

The following will be read by groups and reported to the class on
September 15:[l]"Readers Making Meaning" (LIC 105-121),
[2] "A Structuralist Activity with Of Mice and Men, (LIC 129138), [3] "A Sociological Approach to Death of a Salesman
(LIC 139-150], [4] "A Feminist Perspective" (LIC 151-164), [5]
"Eliciting Response" (TLSS 101-119), and [6] "Planning for
Response" (TLSS 123-149). Meet your group today to determine
best way to present ideas to the class and to devise an informative
handout for your classmates who may not read this material in the
text.

15

Groups to present materials assigned for September 1oth

17

Discuss Unit Plan Groups and possible topics under the general
theme of Multicultural Literature. Read "Organizing Units in
Literature" (TLSS 179-206). Give me some idea about the area of
English Language Arts that you want to research for your class
report. We will arrange a time for your presentation.

22

"Writing About Literature" (TLSS 75-98). "Teaching Writing"
(MJ 177-199). Response paper due.

October

November

24

Mini-lessons on teaching writing.

29

Mini-lessons continued

1

Teaching Language" (MJ 153-176). Mini-lessons on teaching
language. Response Paper due.

6

Mini-lessons on language. EJ article on language due.

8

Mini-lessons on teaching language continued.

13

"Ways of Knowing Literature (TLSS 239-266) and "Teaching the
Short Story" (TLSS 269-328). Response paper due.

15

"Teaching the Young Adult Novel" (TLSS 331-353). "Recent
Adolescent Novels in the Classroom" (LIC 213-234). Also, I
suggest that you review (skim) Y AL in MJ 120-126.

20

Censorship (LIC 235-251). EJ article due.

22

IATE ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION: Indian Lakes Resort,
Bloomingdale, IL. Y AL Reports. Distribute materials to class and
speak briefly about each book. (3-5 minutes).

27

YAL Literature Reports.

29

Continue Y AL Reports, if necessary. "Teaching Poetry" (TLSS
381-405)

3

Poetry Continued. EJ article on teaching of poetry due.

5

"Teaching Literature of Different Cultures" (TLSS 439-483).
Review MJ 131-134).

10
12

Presentation of UNIT PLANS to class.

17

Teaching Drama/Shakespeare (TLSS 485-513). Response due.

19

EJ article on teaching drama due.

Thanksgiving Break
December

I

Drama continued

3

Drama continued

8

"Teaching Literature Through Film" (TLSS 517-558). Response
due.

10

Wrap up the semester.

There is No Final Examination in English 3402

Asessment in English 3402

Participation

40

Response Papers

60

EJ articles

50

YALReports

80

Reading Quizzes
Unit Plan (Group)
(Individual)

100

50

Research Project

100

ListServe

40

Portfolio

30

Absences (-10 pts each abs after 1st)
Total

550?

